3/14/70 


Mr, Hugh Sidey 
LIFE magazine 
1120 Connecticut Ave,, n vt 
ftaahington, D,C. 

Deer Mr, Sidey, 

no one frem^FE^JrJ^h ****' 1 d °, n0t wlt# 70U owr disappointment that 
*k ^ ^ eonferenc ® df which I phoned you Wednesday. I 

SElJl tT.> * M? °f?°* rn w^eoted in your two most rocent editorial 

erticies. 1 sale you to consider the meaning of the following in their context 

£S«'b£^f Sp6Clal ° ne Pr ° Vlded by the administration’s 

n(ht) . fi ^ ed ® ui J t “ nder th * freedom of Information Aet to get what the 

citizen floon*«a 6 f deal * d ”!* the record of a public trial of en American 

orima! J K 4 f ^ in °? 8 of tne most ^eprehenalblo end certainly the most costly 

S feci is tJ-7h m k la «°° PleS 0f tbia trlal raaord dlaappaored. 

bj lt oJd^tato! SVa bCOn conflacated b 7 Department of Justice sr.d lied about 

- U ^ U8U ^«! e J t 4 J?* aIm08t 10c # of the evidence in this extradiction 
hearing was by affidavit. Obviously* en affidavit cannot be cross examined. This 
seems to have disturbed court-appointed "defense" counsel not a bit. Thb ludee in 

Sithlnrel«e?) aa -Th *+ m ° n tbe affid8Tlt evidence (what else, there being 

nothing else?), The totel is about 200 pages, 

1 asicad the prosecutor for accesa to the evidence and he 

replied no one would ever see it. 1 have the letter. The clerk of the British 
court writes tnat all copies were given to the ^ome Office for forwarding to the 
tete apartment. Tn e State Department writes it did, indeed, obtain the British 

ItaS **«“£!“ i h ® ° ri8la * lg » not eopies-no official oopies remain In SrltainJ) 

State, on requeay, gave this set to Justice, 

1 ignoring m^requeete for a court record for six months end stalling 

wr °! e th ®“: ELalndlen * t Anally wrote they do not have any oopies 
fil! «!“« °?* *T if the? f ld U *° uld te i®sune as part of en ^Investigative" 

S«Jr5vf5 *'*J*& **™ *"). But the fact la. as the State letter proves, 

S « if 1 ® 1118 * 9 at *»•>*«•» were certified by it end State, and there can 

be no doubt both D epartraents h(JT8 8nd tneir own copies. The British court’s 

r^h* W r*°! > ! 8ined * en ! 1 ri? *®P r «>Porly» onl y \° rem °™ all copies to which the press 
might obtain eceeas. And the Deputy Attorney General is either a very big liar or 
mor® incredibly, thin ha» all been destroyed or hidden. 






Whether Hay is good or bad, innocent or guilty, i a immaterial. 

thnt h T* n in 0Ur countr y. perpetrated by the administration 

that is berating the press for its claimed deficiencies, is significant 4nd that 
the press almost completely suppressed the filing of the suit ^one of t-he first 
under a new law) ls , I think, a remarkable self-indictment! ~ 

ohrvna , ,, ^- Pre83 conference was well announced, on the UPI wire and by my 
phone ca.ls ana personal backgroundings. Three men appeared. ^I*a filed a short 

. p X£°"rir“ *" ota " 1 Mr ° 6176 *••*»«•«> po«Sr,i.4Lt 

and mrtm * *** ^° U * 88 8 res P° n3lbl e member, influential in your own right 

SSSf,5^ •iwjr- 

entirely unquestionable fact, can be almost completely suppressed. 

What is the state of freedom? 

h T ° "f 10111 can the People turn for information, how can they learn the 
will not report it? And I do suggest that with the background of this unuar-lleled 
S3 f!i S S!grca C n!! Sn a88inat *** Pr883 ’ my BUit end ^ ot eems0s U are 1®rtinent 

before T «T»a 4 5\ th ^J tsn !° n and GootoeQ "responses" (Goodman’s Just the night 

. , ^ suit:). CBS and NBC were both informed, both backgrounded. Both 

stayed away. Neither found any "news" or anything worthy of "commentary". Neither 
wanted copies oj. the papers filed in court# 

I mourn a sick land. There is room for you on the bench. 


Sincerely, 


Harold 77eisberg 



